their finest hour, june 18, 1940
if we had thrown in our entire fighter force. That battle was lost
by the unfortunate strategical opening, by the extraordinary and
unforeseen power of the armoured columns and by the great pre-
ponderance of the German Army in numbers. Our fighter Air
Force might easily have been exhausted as a mere accident in that
great struggle, and then we should have found ourselves at the
present time in a very serious plight. But as it is, I am happy to
inform the House that our fighter strength is stronger at the present
time relatively to the Germans, who have suffered terrible losses,
than it has ever been ; and consequently we believe ourselves
possessed of the capacity to continue the war in the air under
better conditions than we have ever experienced before. I look
forward confidently to the exploits of our fighter pilots—these
splendid men, this brilliant youth—who will have the glory of
saving their native land, their island home, and all they love,
from the most deadly of all attacks.
There remains, of course, the danger of bombing attacks, which
will certainly be made very soon upon us by the bomber forces of
the enemy. It is true that the German bomber force is superior
in numbers to ours ; but we have a very large bomber force also,
which we shall use to strike at military targets in Germany without
intermission. I do not at all underrate the seventy of the ordeal
which lies before us ; but I believe our countrymen will show
themselves capable of standing up to it, like the brave men of
Barcelona, and will be able to stand up to it, and carry on in spite
of it, at least as well as any other people in the world. Much will
depend upon this ; every man and every woman will have the
chance to show the finest qualities of their race, and render the
highest service to their cause. For all of us, at this time, whatever
our sphere, our station, our occupation or our duties, it will be a
help to remember the famous lines :
" He nothing common did or mean,
Upon that memorable scene."
I have thought it right upon this occasion to give the House
and the country some indication of the solid, practical grounds
upon which we base our inflexible resolve to continue the war.
There are a good many people who say, " Never mind. Win or
lose, sink or swim, better die than submit to tyranny—and such
a tyranny." And I do not dissociate myself from them. But I
can assure them that our professional advisers of the three Services
unitedly advise that we should carry on the war, and that there
are good and reasonable hopes of final victory. We have fully
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